
 History Boot Camp
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Important Due Dates
	What is it?
	When is it due? 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	US History Unit 1: History Boot Camp
Over the next two weeks we will learn geography, historical skills and the importance of studying history.  




	BIG Question: Why is it important to study History and geography? 

	Essential Questions:
	Your Proof:

	
(1). Why is it important to study history?
This means that I can name 5 reasons why it is important to study history.

	

	Rate Your Level of Understanding:
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	List pages in the packet helped you understand the essential question. 

	*Essential Question
(2). What are the continents, oceans and lines of latitude and longitude?
This means that I can label the 7 continents and 4 oceans as well as the equator, Prime Meridian, Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn on a world map. 
	Your Proof:





When is the Oceans and Continents Quiz?________________________

	Rate Your Level of Understanding:
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	List pages in the packet helped you understand the essential question.

	Essential Question
(3). What are the regions of the United States?
This means I know how to use a compass rose and can label the 5 regions on a US map. 
	Your Proof:





When is the Quiz?___________________________________________

	Rate Your Level of Understanding:
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	List pages in the packet helped you understand the essential question.

	Essential Question
(4). What is makes up the geography of the United States? 
This means that I can distinguish between a physical and political map, and can label the mountains rivers and plains of the US. 
	Your Proof:






When is the Quiz?___________________________________________

	Rate Your Level of Understanding:
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	List pages in the packet helped you understand the essential question.



	

	

	

	*Essential Question
(5). What is the difference between fact and opinion and what is bias. 

I can give an example of a fact. I can give an example of an opinion. I can explain personal bias.
	Your Proof:



	Rate Your Level of Understanding:
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	List pages in the packet helped you understand the essential question.

	

	*Essential Question
(6). What is the difference between a primary source and a secondary source? 
This means I can give a definition primary source.  I can also give an example of a primary source. I can also give a definition and an example of a secondary source. 
	Your Proof:







	Rate Your Level of Understanding:
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	List pages in the packet helped you understand the essential question.

	

	

	Essential Question
(7). What are the qualities of a good source? 
This means I can identify the claim of an author and show evidence they use (quotes) to back up their claim.
	Your Proof:

	Rate Your Level of Understanding:
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	List pages in the packet helped you understand the essential question.


Personal Application
	How does knowing your family’s history help you develop your identity? Give examples. 
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INTERVIEW HOMEWORK: Why Should We Study History?
Interviews: You can but do not have to talk to these people face to face. You can call them on the phone or email them or facetime/skype. 

Interview a grandparent (if you do not have any grandparents then pick a person that you consider a grandparent figure in your life)
1. Tell about a life lesson you learned from someone older than you or from history.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who is a historical figure that you admire and why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How does understanding history impact relationships with people or countries around the world?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why do you think it is important to study history?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Interview a parent or guardian:
1. Tell about a life lesson you learned from someone older than you or from history. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who is a historical figure that you admire and why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How does understanding history impact relationships with people or countries around the world?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why do you think it is important to study history?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Close Reading Graphic Organizer

	Title
	What is the Title of the Text?


	Purpose
	Circe the Author’s Purpose

 Persuade                         Inform                          Entertain

	Highlight  

	If there are headings highlight them yellow.

Highlight topic sentences in pink.

Highlight 3-5 key words in each paragraph blue. (no more than this)

Circle any unknown words in red.

	Main Idea
	What is the main idea of the text?



	Evidence
	What evidence supports the main idea?





	Your Opinion
	What are your own thoughts and opinions?





	Summary of other groups readings
	What are other reasons to study history?












Lunchroom Fight 

Directions: Use the evidence from the Lunchroom Fight Evidence sheet to complete the table below. Each row in the table should have at least two pieces of evidence. 

	Contextualization
Town Context: What is happening in the town that might explain the lunchroom fight?
	Sourcing
Who said this?
	Analyzing a source
Explain if this source is reliable or not and why.

	









	
	




	Contextualization
School Context: What has been happening in the rest of the school? (for example, in English)
	Sourcing
Who said this?
	Analyzing a source
Explain if this source is reliable or not and why.

	




	
	



	Contextualization
Cafeteria Context:
What happened in the cafeteria?
	Sourcing
Who said this?
	Analyzing a source
Explain if this source is reliable or not and why.

	









	
	


			
Lunchroom Fight: Suspension Report

You are the principal of the school. Who do you think needs to be suspended? Please be sure to include your reasoning for your decisions. 
	

	Suspension Report 
						 					
(1) What happened in the cafeteria? (Please identify sources of information.)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(2) In my judgment, the following student should be suspended:
Name of student: _________________________________. 
My reasoning is as follows:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________		


		





	Suspension Report 
						 					
(1) What happened in the cafeteria? (Please identify sources of information.)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(2) In my judgment, the following student should be suspended:
Name of student: _________________________________. 
My reasoning is as follows:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________		





Evaluating Sources
1. Historical Question: Who was present at the signing of the Declaration of Independence?
Source 1: Hollywood movie about the American Revolution made 2001
Source 2: Book written by a famous historian who is an expert on the American Revolution, published in 1999.
Which do you trust more? Why?




2. Historical Question: What was slavery like in South Carolina?
Source 1: Interview with former slave in 1936. The interviewer is a black man collecting oral histories for the Federal Writers’ Project.
Source 2: Interview with former slave in 1936. The interviewer is a white woman collecting oral histories for the Federal Writers’ Project.
Which do you trust more? Why?




3. Historical question: What was the layout of the Nazi concentration camp Auschwitz?
Source 1: Interview with 80-year-old Holocaust survivor in 1985.
Source 2: Map of concentration camp found in Nazi files.
Which do you trust more? Why?




4. Historical question: Why were Japanese Americans put in internment camps during WWII?
Source 1: Government film explaining internment from 1942.
Source 2: Government report on Japanese internment from 1983 based on declassified government documents.
Which do you trust more? Why?




5. Historical question: Did American soldiers commit atrocities during the Vietnam War in 1969?

Source 1: Sworn testimony by American Sergeant in Congressional hearings in 1969?
Source 2: Speech by American General touring the United States in 1969.
Which do you trust more? Why?




6. Historical question: What happened at the Battle of Little Bighorn?
Source 1: High school history textbook from 1985.
Source 2: Newspaper account from the day after the battle in June 1876.
Which do you trust more? Why?
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MAP 1: Physical Map of the United States 
Directions: Label the landforms and locations in black pen listed below on the United States map. 
Lakes:
Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Superior, Great Salt Lake
Mountain Ranges:
Appalachian Mountains, Sierra Nevada Mountains, Wasatch Mountains, Rocky Mountains, Cascade Range
Cities:
Jamestown, St Augustine, Washington DC, Boston, New York City, Philadelphia  
Shade and Label the following areas:
Great Basin, Great Plains, Coastal Plains
Make a key for the rivers on your map and choose a different color for each river that you label:
Mississippi River, Snake River, Platte River, Rio Grande River, Missouri River, Ohio River, Colorado River, Columbia River, Hudson River

Map 2: Political Map of the United States
Directions: Label each state in the United States in Black pen. 
Shade the North Western states in Red:
Washington , Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming
Shade the South Western states in yellow:
California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado
Shade the Mid Western states in blue:
North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa Missouri, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio
Shade the Southern states in green:
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana , Mississippi, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia
Shade the North Eastern states in orange:
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New York, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland
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World MapShade each continent a different color.
Label each continent in black pen. (North America, South America, Africa, Asia, Europe, Antarctica, Australia)
Label each ocean in black pen.(Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean)
Label the Equator and Prime Meridian
Label the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn
Label the Arctic Circle and Antarctic Circle.
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Missouri River



Ohio River



Colorado River



Columbia River



Hudson River



Map 1: Physical Map of United States
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Map 2: United States Political Map
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Historical Reading 
Skills



Questions Students should be able to . . . Prompts



 
Sourcing



•	 Who wrote this?
•	 What is the author’s perspective?
•	 When was it written?
•	 Where was it written?
•	 Why was it written?
•	 Is it reliable? Why? Why not?



•	 Identify the author’s position on 
the historical event



•	 Identify and evaluate the author’s 
purpose in producing the 
document



•	 Hypothesize what the author will 
say before reading the document



•	 Evaluate the source’s 
trustworthiness by considering 
genre, audience, and purpose



•	 The author probably  
believes . . .



•	 I think the audience is . . .
•	 Based on the source 



information, I think the author 
might . . .



•	 I do/don’t trust this document 
because . . . 



 
Contextualization



•	 When and where was the document 
created?



•	 What was different then? What was 
the same?



•	 How might the circumstances in 
which the document was created 
affect its content?



•	 Understand how context/
background information influences 
the content of the document



•	 Recognize that documents are 
products of particular points in 
time



•	 Based on the background 
information, I understand this 
document differently  
because . . .



•	 The author might have 
been influenced by _____ 
(historical context) . . .



•	 This document might not give 
me the whole picture  
because . . .



Corroboration
•	 What do other documents say?
•	 Do the documents agree? If not, 



why?
•	 What are other possible 



documents?
•	 What documents are most reliable?



•	 Establish what is probable by 
comparing documents to each 
other



•	 Recognize disparities between 
accounts



•	 The author agrees/disagrees 
with . . .



•	 These documents all agree/
disagree about . . .



•	 Another document to 
consider might be . . .



 
Close Reading



•	 What claims does the author make?
•	 What evidence does the author use?
•	 What language (words, phrases, 



images, symbols) does the author 
use to persuade the document’s 
audience?



•	 How does the document’s language 
indicate the author’s perspective?



•	 Identify the author’s claims about 
an event



•	 Evaluate the evidence and 
reasoning the author uses to 
support claims



•	 Evaluate author’s word choice; 
understand that language is used 
deliberately



•	 I think the author chose these 
words in order to . . .



•	 The author is trying to 
convince me . . .



•	 The author claims . . . 
•	 The evidence used to support 



the author’s claims is . . .



	�



HISTORICAL THINKING CHART











